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CARE Applauds Congressional Wildlife Refuge Caucus
New Caucus Critical to Halting Refuge System Funding Crisis

Washington — The Cooperative Alliance for Refuge Enhancement (CARE), a diverse coalition of national
conservation and recreation organizations, today applauded formation of a Congressional Caucus
dedicated to advancing the mission of the National Wildlife Refuge System, and addressing the funding
crisis facing the 100-million-acre land system. Led by Representatives Ron Kind (D-WI), Jim Saxton (R-
NJ), Michael Castle (R-DE) and Mike Thompson (D-CA), the Congressional Wildlife Refuge Caucus
now includes a bi-partisan group of nearly 100 members of the House of Representatives.

The formation of the Caucus comes at a critical time for our nation’s National Wildlife Refuge System,
haven to countless species of wildlife, as well as unparalleled recreational opportunities for nearly 40
million Americans. With chronic under-funding and a crippling $3.1 billion budget backlog, the Refuge
System, managed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, is unable to adequately manage and restore
wildlife habitat, safely maintain facilities and provide quality education and outdoor recreation programs
for millions of visitors each year.

“The Refuge System faces a funding crisis of unprecedented proportions and the formation of a
Congressional Caucus couldn’t come at a better time,” said Evan Hirsche, Chair of CARE and President
of the National Wildlife Refuge Association. “We applaud Representatives Kind, Saxton, Castle,
Thompson and the other members of the Caucus for stepping up to take on the daunting challenges
currently faced by the Refuge System.”

Budget shortfalls have already resulted in minimal or nonexistent staff at many refuges, harmful impacts
to wildlife populations due to the lack of invasive species control, and a reduction in public recreation
programs including hunting, fishing and wildlife observation.

The Caucus will work to raise awareness of our Refuge System, support adequate Refuge System
budgets, and ensure the sustained growth of the Refuge System for future generations.

CARE, founded in 1995, is a broad coalition of 21 diverse wildlife, sporting, conservation, and scientific
organizations that represent a national constituency numbering more than 5 million, Recognizing the value of a
healthy Refuge System to both the wildlife and habitats refuges were established to protect, CARE, highlights the
needs of national wildlife refuges and works to secure strong investments in these remarkable lands and waters.
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