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 SURVIVAL KIT – 2006
SAMPLE LETTER TO THE EDITOR

[DATE]

LETTER’S EDITOR

[NAME OF PAPER]

[CITY, STATE] 

Dear Letter’s Editor:

As a member of the [NAME OF FRIENDS GROUP] supporting the [NAME OF NWR], I am often in awe of the amazing opportunities we have for hunting, fishing, wildlife watching and education for our children right here in our own backyard.  You may not know it, but we have/are [SOMETHING REMARKABLE ABOUT YOUR REFUGE].  But deep budget cuts from Congress threatens these opportunities at their very core.

In the next few weeks, our two [NAME OF STATE] Senators, [NAME OF SENIOR SENATOR] and [NAME OF JUNIOR SENATOR] as well as our U.S. Representative, [NAME OF REPRESENTATIVE], will cast deciding votes on bills to fund our public lands for the next fiscal year.  So far, the House and Senate have suggested allocating a little less than what they did last year, but compounded with inflation, this is actually more than a $16 million cut.  Unfortunately, this means some refuges will be forced to go without staff, while others will experience staff reductions and a loss of wildlife stewardship and public use dollars. At [YOUR REFUGE], [SOMETHING HERE ABOUT WHAT IT COULD MEAN FOR YOUR REFUGE]

When our Congressional delegation returns to Capitol Hill, I hope they think about the importance of our wildlife refuge and broader National Wildlife Refuge System, a foundation of America’s wildlife heritage. Without adequate funding, we jeopardize not only the wildlife that depends upon our refuges for survival, but places of importance for recreation and renewal.

As a constituent, I urge our entire [NAME OF STATE] Congressional delegation to do what is right and just, and increase funding for our National Wildlife Refuge System to $415 million for FY07.  

Respectfully submitted,

[NAME]

[ADDRESS]

[CITY, STATE, ZIP]

[PHONE & EMAIL]

