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I am very pleased to join the National Widife Retups Association, on the eve of
m1W?mﬁWWhWSMHMHlHHI
erigis Lhat jeopardizes the future of refuges and other consarvation lands ani
Wileis BENDES Tha coundry. In thelr report, Sienl invesian, the MW RA s pomobas
irnovative solutions that highlight the role cilipens can plary in hadping to identify
and emdicatn mvasives, while also promoling coliaboration amaong federsl and
stabs agancies along wih privets parines.

Invaion Specioe &0 Insscts, plants and arémals fhat are nol natree o an
coosysiemn and desiroy indigenous wildlife and thair habiiats, cause aconomic
damage mnd represant & theaat i human haalth, Cumrently, nvesives causa
more than $100 billon damage annuadly in the U8, snd invasive planis slors
hiawa irvaded more han 100 milllon acres of land natiorwide, Maarly sight
million of (hose acres are in Mational Wildife Refages.

Pravenlion & the key word in this bafile i prolect our national Refuges,
Educating and mabillzing of & naienwide network voluntesy i 8 cost-aifactiv
and practical solution, Simultanecusly, bulding parnerships among refuges,
iy stabe and federal lands, and privabe landowners is ertica io salving this
ecological thrast. Moreowor, i is aspocially impostant todmy i find soonomicsl
wiliys B0 sahee Imponianl domestic problems, Bs we face major budgel dhdslons in
Congress and e possibilty of war.

Invaskas threaten all pans of this couniry - Vermanl and alber Mew England
slabas are nod exampt. Silvio Comte MWH, for example, Is thremened by o
numbers of plant species including waler chestnd. Rocently, a group of
wolurienes wese recruited for an “smergency pull™ and sucesaded in pulling 10
fone waler chestnutl

imagine if we could organize groups lio this one all across the counlny?
Educaling and activaling pacple to came ahoul fer envirmnman (& & hugs step
fowards national swareness about consandation the presenation of the plans.

IreaRive specios ar @ lsading threa! 1o our wildlile and sconamy. Congress
niseds o ansure et the furding and rmsources ore avaiable io sffecivaly
combal thes thraat o Amerca's wilglife hantags,
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