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The Friends of the Willamette Valley National Wildlife Refuge Complex

TESTIMONY FROM THE Friends of the Willamette Valley National Wildlife Refuge Complex

BEFORE THE SENATE APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE 

ON INTERIOR, ENVIRONMENT AND RELATED AGENCIES

CONCERNING FISCAL YEAR 2009 APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

April 25, 2008

Madame Chairwoman and Members of the Subcommittee:

We are the Friends  of the Willamette Valley National Wildlife Refuge Complex, a non-profit of local volunteers who care for the habitat and wildlife on the  10,625 acres within the William L. Finley, Ankeny, and Baskett Slough National refuges, as well as 50-acre Snag Boat Bend, operated as a unit of William L. Finley. The refuges of the WVNWRC are not as understaffed as many of the refuges, yet the limited staffing is still an issue during critical periods created by drought, flooding, and intense waterfowl use during winter.   W.L. Finley NWR has attempted to stem small occurrences of false brome, which is widespread in native habitats in Benton County. Current levels of surveillance are inadequate to detect newly arrived species before they become firmly established.  The impacts of nonnative species are often not well –understood, and appropriate and cost- effective control is often by trial and error. Although a volunteer team is being recruited to battle invasive plants, no Refuge staff positions are dedicated to this major problem.  It is a problem also for the private commercial farms surrounding all three refuges.   A shortage of fuel and staff time to use and maintain existing heavy equipment owned by the Refuge is also a serious limitation.  

The Willamette Valley refuges are the critical wintering area for the Dusky Canada goose, and during winter, our refuges provide the major habitat areas that support their survival until the spring flight back to Alaska.  Refuge habitat is limited, and the refuge staff have been pursuing a partners program with local landowners, to provide private lands as the additional winter habitat required by the Duskies.  Additional staff support for this program would be a win-win for both the Duskies, and local agriculture, as it would prevent some of the depradations of wintering geese on neighboring agricultural lands.

Road maintenance is another serious issue where funding and staff limitations result in deterioration of Refuge facilities.  Finley Road, for one example, is in a state of bad disrepair and is eroding at every significant rain event. The runoff enters the aptly-named Muddy Creek, the main body of water through the refuge, causing sedimentation and pollution. There are also safety issues concerning the roads, including the lack of safe entry lanes off US 99W for entry to the Finley Refuge.  Increased warning signs would provide a short-term solution, but construction of an exit lane is the only safe option. 

More signage would help also in the way of interpretation. There are trails on the complex that could use interpretive signage, but little progress has been made, largely due to lack of funding. Although environmental education is one of the dedicated uses of the refuge system, limited staff time has prevented Refuge staff from providing refuge tours requested by local teachers.  As the Friends, we are organizing to develop such a program, but we need the leadership and expertise that only a dedicated staff member can provide, at least part time.  Similarly, local teachers have requested tours for class groups, but staff workload has prevented the development of an environmental education program to properly handle these requests.

In summary, the Refuge System is facing a tremendous task in carrying on at the funding levels being provided today.  We ask that the Subcommittee increase O&M funding for the National Wildlife Refuge System to $514 million in FY 2009.  In addition, we ask that the Subcommittee allocate additional funds from the Land and Water Conservation Fund in FY 2009 to allow acquisition of critical areas beneficial to the protection of wildlife within the Refuge system.  


