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U.S. Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Interior, 
Environment and Related Agencies 




April 25, 2008
U.S. Capitol 
Washington, DC 20510 
int@appro.senate.gov 

Re:  FY09 Budget 

Dear Senator Feinstein and Members of the Subcommittee, 

The Citizens Committee to Complete the Refuge (Don Edwards San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the FY09 Budget, and strongly urges the Subcommittee to appropriate $514 million for operations and maintenance of National Wildlife Refuges. 

Senior members of our organization have advocated for refuges, locally and nationally, for more than forty years.  The magnificent American wildlife that existed historically has survived because of President Theodore Roosevelt’s remarkable idea in 1903 to establish protected regions for indigenous plant and animal life. 

We have become aware of the esteem in which our 100 million-acre National Wildlife Refuge System is held worldwide, having been visited by people from all continents who have sought to learn American methods of protecting wildlife and valuable habitats. With that in mind, we deeply regret what inadequate funding for years has brought about in refuges nationwide.  In some, staffing has been greatly reduced or even eliminated; decreased maintenance has led to unsafe conditions; vital biological research has been hampered; and fewer programs are available to the public. 

We are members of the National Wildlife Refuge Association, and wish to support the testimony of its president, Evan Hirsche. In addition to operations and maintenance funds, he requests funding for other important programs  listed here: 

Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program ($55.1 million) 
Volunteers and Invasives Program ($1 million) 
LWCF  ($100 million or more) 
Infrastructure ($25 million) 
State and Tribal Grants ($85 million) 
NFWF ($10 million) 
Climate Change Planning ($30 million) 
Prevent land exchange at Izembek NWR 

Finally, I wish to thank the Subcommittee for its support of refuges, our own included, the San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge Complex.  In the midst of 7 million people, it has contributed remarkably to our quality of life.  It has provided flood control, clean air and clean water, places of peace and serenity, preservation and restoration of extremely endangered species, and great recreational opportunities. 

This Complex also offers a rare opportunity to respond to the threat of climate change and rising sea level because it preserves so much of the shoreline of San Francisco Bay.  At this moment, the bay is the site of one of the most remarkable restoration projects undertaken in the United States.  The restoration of thousands of acres of salt ponds can bring back the biodiversity that existed decades ago. 

Surely the actions of your Subcommittee in supporting the National Wildlife System is government at its finest.  This is a legacy that we’ are leaving for those that come after us. 

Yours sincerely, 
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CITIZENS COMMITTEE TO COMPLETE THE REFUGE

453 Tennessee Lane, Palo Alto CA 94306 Tel 650 493-5540 Fax 630 494-7640 Florence@refuge.org







Florence M. LaRiviere 
Chairwoman
